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‘Live to Learn, Learn to Live’
Headteacher: Mrs Kate Seager
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EVERY CHILD MATTERS



                                                           
Dear Parents/Carers, 
We are lucky enough in Lache Primary School to have a resident therapy dog who goes by the name of Scooby Doo the Cockapoo! He is a  cross between a Cocker Spaniel and a Poodle. The breed has been carefully selected because of its ideal temperament and because spaniel breeds are used widely in the field of therapy and support (e.g. autism assistance dogs). Over the last few months, we have undertaken a significant amount of research and are aware of many benefits to having a school dog, including:
· A calming effect on pupils, particularly those with behavioural or learning difficulties; 

· Improved behaviour and concentration, reduced stress and improved self-esteem; 

· Encouraging expression and participation in more withdrawn children;

· Fostering a sense of responsibility; 

· Motivating pupils to think and to learn, as most children have a high level of natural interest in, enthusiasm for and enjoyment of animals; 

· Encouraging respect and thereby improving pupils’ relationships with each other, parents and teachers; 
· Teaching children to nurture and respect life; 

· Helping children build confidence in reading. 

· Further information to support having a school dog can be found on the following link. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-47655600
Whilst in school, Scooby’s main place of residence will be in Mrs Seager’s office, which is secure and separate from the classrooms. Children will be able to interact with the dog under strict supervision at certain times of the week. More information can be found in our risk assessment and school dog policy which will be found on Scooby’s own page on our school website. If you have any concerns or questions about Scooby joining our team, please get in touch with us. We would also ask that if your child has any allergies to dogs that you let us know. 
Many Thanks
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Mrs K Seager
Headteacher
Please complete the following permission slip, providing a tick next to the condition which reflects your consent. Your consent will be valid for the duration of your child’s education here at Lache Primary. Should you wish to amend your permission, please contact the school immediately in writing via email or letter.

	Name of pupil:
	
	Date:
	

	I am happy for my child to spend time with the dog and to touch the dog.
	

	My child is allergic to dogs, but I am happy for them to be around the dog, as long as my child does not touch the dog.
	

	I would not like my child to have contact with the dog.
	


I, ______________________ (name of parent) have fully read and understood the conditions of the parent letter outlining the role of the school dog. I agree that I have provided the correct consent above and will inform the school in writing if my permission changes at any stage.

Signature of parent:_________________________     Date: ________________________
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Tel:  01244 981333


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.lache.cheshire.sch.uk" �www.lache.cheshire.sch.uk�


Email:


admin@lache.cheshire.sch.uk
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